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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care
to submit written testimony.
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care
to submit written testimony.
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Budget Hearing for HB 2
House Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
Montana Agricultural Experiment Station (MAES)
and Extension Service (ES)

Testimony submitted by Bing Von Bergen, President
Montana Grain Growers Association

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Bing Von Bergen and I am
president of the Montana Grain Growers Association and a grain producer from Moccasin. The
Montana Grain Growers Association strongly encourages you to fully fund our Ag Experiment
Stations (AES) and the Montana State University Extension Service (MAES). These agencies
are a valuable conduit between our university system and the people of Montana. More
specifically, they serve a vital role in delivering ag research and knowledge from the College of
Agriculture to our farmers and ranchers across the state. Cuts to the baseline budget funding
required by MAES will greatly hurt the agricultural industry.

Agriculture is the number one industry in the state of Montana, contributing well over 2.5
billion dollars to Montana’s economy every year, and we rely heavily on research from MSU to
compete in the world market. Over the past few years, agricultural input costs have increased
dramatically. A recent cost of production analysis shows that one area producer on an average
size farming operation spent $27,000 for fertilizer alone in 2002; $62,000 in 2005; and over
$150,000 for the 2008 crop year. Our profitability is at stake. Whether it is plant diseases, insect
problems, better yielding varieties or a host of other issues, MAES works to ensure all research
priorities intersect to make agriculturists in the state more profitable and competitive. This
research benefits all who are involved in Montana agriculture, including large and small farms
and ranches and traditional and organic production methods.

The geography and weather of Montana, by definition a high plains desert area with
limited irrigation, dictates that agriculture here faces challenges different from those in other
regions. Because of these differences, research from other states doesn’t necessarily transfer
over to agriculture in Montana. It is imperative that Montana research programs are fully funded
to continue improving agricultural issues specific to our state.

Farming is a continually changing and progressive industry. Production agriculture deals
with problems today that did not exist in Montana as recently as ten years ago. Montana specific
research must continue to improve and change with the changing environment so agriculture in
our state is not passed up by those competitors who have chosen to continue their investment in
agriculture.

Our experiment stations and extension service are currently short staffed and important
positions are going unfilled. With increasing demand for research in our farming industry, it is
extremely important that we have access to the kind of unbiased data that our experiment stations
and extension service provides. MSU is our land grant university and the land for the
experiment stations was donated by people who realized the importance of agricultural research.
Thank you for the work you do on behalf of agriculture in Montana and please continue this
work by fully funding MAES.




